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Tuesday of Prayer 9/6/16  

4:45 - 5:30pm — Meet us for community 
spoken/silent prayer and continue our 
study through the Book of Confessions.  
Meet us in the Conner Room. Follow up 
weekly videos available on Tuesdays!  
www.skanpresby.org 

If you need a study guide or have 
problems accessing our videos, email  
revbolivar@skanpresby.org 

Delivering the Invitation 

            Have you ever given a party? The first step in planning a party is to 
make a list of all the people you want to invite. Next, you send invitations 
to all of the people that you want to come to your party. Your invitations 
might look like this one. As you can see, the invitation has a name, 
address, and a stamp on the envelope. Once you take the invitations to the 
Post Office and put in the mailbox, it is their job to deliver the invitations. 
The Post Office doesn't decide which invitations they will deliver and 
which ones they won't, do they? No, of course not. It is their responsibility 
to deliver all of the invitations that are mailed. The Post Office can't say, 
"We are pretty busy today, if we don't deliver these invitations, maybe 
someone else will tell the people about the party.” 

            What if it is raining? Can the Post Office say, "It is raining today 
and if we go out to deliver these invitations, we might get wet so we will 
wait until it stops raining?" No, the invitation has been sent and it must be 
delivered—rain or shine. If they wait until the weather is just right, the 
invitation might be too late. 

               Did you know that Jesus has sent an invitation? His invitation says, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and 
whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life." Jesus has also decided who is to be invited. Everyone is invited! 
The invitation is addressed to "whoever wishes to come." Now it is time to deliver the invitation. Do you know who Jesus has 
chosen to deliver the invitation? You and me! 

                In the verses of the Bible that we sometimes call "The Great Commission," Jesus told us to go everywhere and tell 
everyone about his love for them! Jesus has sent the invitation and he has given the job of delivering it to you and to me. Busy 
or not, rain or shine -- we must deliver the message before it's too late. 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world. Matthew 28:18-20 
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Chancel Choir News 
By Brian Ackles, Adult Choir Director 

The Chancel Choir will resume weekly rehearsals beginning Thursday, 
September 8th from 7:30-9:00 in the choir room.  We will be preparing With A Voice of 
Singing by Martin Shaw for our worship service anthem on Sunday, September 11.  
This is a great song to begin our new year together as we “sing forth the honor of His 
Name; make His praise glorious”. 
 I have been busy throughout the summer preparing the choir room, and getting 
to know our staff and congregation.  I am truly thankful for all your help, support, and 
words of welcome!  One of my favorite parts of the week is the time right after our 
worship service.  As I listen to the wonderful organ music, watch old friends catch-up, 
and new friends greet each other, I experience a strong sense of caring and community.  
It feels great to become a part of this congregation, and I look forward to our first 
rehearsal together. 
 I invite all those who enjoy singing and fellowship to come and be a part of the 
Chancel Choir.  All are welcome.  Please feel free to contact me directly anytime at 
brianoackles@skanpresby.org  

to read more about Brian, please go to http://www.skanpresby.org/about/staff

From Senior Pastor 

Recently we recognized the 215th Birthday of our Congregation, and with that, better 
understood some elements about where we came from. The first settlers to Skaneateles were 
the Abraham Cuddeback family, who drifted here from the south end of the lake with 18 
children in 1794. Within seven years, there were enough farms and settlements in the area, that 
the Congregationalists of New Hampshire recognized this as a fertile field ripe for the Gospel. 
It has been curious to me that the Sennett, Elbridge, Mottville, Skaneateles and Marcellus 
Churches were created as separate congregations, when all were in the legal jurisdiction of 
what was then Marcellus, yet all five were named “The Skaneateles Religious Society?” 

Years after our 200th Anniversary someone brought me the first historic records of the church. 
She claimed that these had been given her during the Co-Pastorate, because the pastors did not 
trust one another with the material. Reading through this provided different stories and nuances 
than had been previously reported. This made me wonder how much in our own families is 
misunderstood and lost, because of family squabbles and a lack of trust. 

Following the Revolutionary War, this area was designated as Onondaga County and the 
Township of Marcellus. The Missionaries from the New Hampshire Missionary Society operated 

independently and without coordination. It happened that Aaron Bascom was our first Missionary, while the one in the Village 
of Marcellus was Caleb Alexander. At that time, there was no understanding of New York State as NYC versus CNY versus 
the TugHill Plateau, or the North Country, instead the Native Onondaga had identified all the area surrounding this lake 
including what is today Marcellus, Elbridge, Sennett, Mottville, and Skaneateles as “Schaneateles.” Attempting to identify the 
land and religious heritage, the community of this area the Missionaries also used the Schaneateles name. Our congregation 
was founded July 20, 1801 and the Marcellus one October 13, 1801. 

While the Missionary Society repeatedly sent persons to resolve disputes within these congregations, peace and harmony did 
not come until multiple churches of differing denominations were created. While each worshipped Almighty God in their own 
style, they attempted to outdo one another in mission and service and ministry. 
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“Bell Camp” Notes 
by Sue Grady, Bell Choir Director 

One of the benefits of membership in the Handbell Musicians of America is to be 
able to take advantage of learning opportunities offered each year.  This year, the 
National Seminar was held in Rochester, New York July 12th-16th.  I was 
fortunate to have 11 ringers able to attend with me.  Some of our veteran ringers 
were able to reconnect with their favorite clinicians while our newest members 
were able to receive instruction to assist them in honing their skills.  Each ringer 
was able to select breakout sessions of their choosing.  As a group we were also 
able to spend five work sessions with a guest conductor , Stevie Berryman, from 
Texas.  We look forward to sharing several of these pieces with you in the 
upcoming worship season. Always among the highlights at National Seminar are the daily concerts by the best artists in each 
genre of the ringing world. We were amazed at all the new developments and ways handbells are being used.  I believe I can 
speak for all of us, that our time together was most rewarding. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who contributed to our Bottles for Bells and Cans for Chimes 
fundraiser during April, May & June to assist us with our trip expenses. 3

Lesson Learned  

This Summer, the Wednesday evening Bible Study 
were reading together the Book of Proverbs. After 
getting over the fact that many couplets sounded 
like something our Grandmothers had counted-
cross-stitched on samplers, we began discussing 
connections. We came to realize that the 10 
Commandments and Jesus’ Beatitudes form a 
cipher for understanding the Proverbs, and the 
Proverbs help us more fully appreciate the wisdom 
of the Commandments and Beatitudes. 

Welcome to an Old Friend

Just  after  Ash  Wednesday,  Stephanie  Mowery  (Choral  Director) 
announced she was leaving to be closer to family on the West Coast. 
We began an exhaustive search for the most skilled individual,  who 
would compliment our worship leadership. After months of advertising 
and referrals, our Music staff  were asked to review their training and 
experience. 
One candidate stood out head and shoulders from the rest. Because this 
was someone known to many of us, we went out of our way to check 
the other candidates and to rigorously interview him. Not only, did this 
candidate  attend  the  prestigious  Westminster  Choir  College  in 
Princeton,  NJ,  and  have  decades  of  experience  in  directing  Church 
Choirs and teaching music in the public schools, also his Christian faith 

was evident throughout his resume and references. Before proceeding, we had the staff meet together and ask questions of one 
another. Every employee of the church is hired with a 3-4 month trial, to be certain this is a good match, as interviews and 
resumes are different from actually working together. While we had hoped to have the Choir rehearse together before making a 
choice, that was not possible, but shall begin at Labor Day. With great delight and the full encouragement of the Session, we 
share the news that Brian Ackles is our new Chancel Choir Director. Brian happens to be the Grandson of Gertrude Osborne 
who was long our Choir Director, the Nephew of Bunt and Marylou Osborne our former Organist, and Brian is both the son of 
members Ron and Carol Ackles, the husband of Cynthia, and Music Teacher at Marcellus Schools. Doris Hill will continue as 
our Director of Music/Accompanist. Sue Grady will continue as our Hand Bell Choir Director. 



 

September 11th  
Santuary Worship 9:30am  

* Excellent Sunday to invite friends & Neighbors  

Great Room Meeting 10:45am 
* Learn about Church Small Groups 
* Sign up for Classes and Teachers 

 * Church Website Presentation - Adult Study 
* Confirmation Class Details - to start in Oct.        

* Church Mission Trip “Puerto Rico”                                    
* Intro to Mission Trip Delegations  

Fresh Frozen Yogurt Social  
* Everyone is invited 

* FREE

4
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 Our Sudanese Mission 
 By Jack Howard  

The JDF Staff at the Kooyum Island  Clinic site has successfully 
diagnosed a cholera outbreak in their medical services. To date there are 
46 cases evaluated with 7 deaths so far. 
The World Health Organization has been notified and experts with 
treatment procedures are now at the island. Outbreaks have been 
discovered in other locations in South Sudan. Prompt treatments are 
expected to prevent an epidemic. Emergency funds to combat the disease 
are being applied for. 
Violence has erupted again in Juba between the bodyguard contingents 
for the two political leaders. Several hundred people have been killed but 
the two leaders have been quick to stop it.  
Our Staff was evacuated from Juba but have returned now since peace 
has been restored. The conflict did not appear in the countryside.  
A financial position has been added to the JDF Staff in Juba to administer 
the grant recipts and reporting to donors The person will report to Dan 
Piaegna, our Executive Director, who will be traveling to South Sudan 
soon to work wilt other NGOs for grants and partnerships to support all of 
our JDF activities. All four Clinic sites in Duk County are functioning well and adequate funding is anticipated. The John 
Dau family moved to Virginia on August first. John is renting a home in Chesterfield Virginia, a suburb of Richmond. John 
will have a 25 minute commute to his work at the Collegiate School. 

Manor News (June - July)  
The Board is pleased to welcome Dwayne Dann to the Manor 
Family.  When Dwayne decided to downsize, he thought the Manor 
would be a perfect fit.  We couldn’t agree more. Over the summer 
the dining room wallpaper was stripped and the walls painted with 
a lovely subtle shade that brightens up the room.  We are now 
looking for some art work to hang on the walls. 

The servers for June and July were: Merrily and Gary Heyer, Bill 
and Sandy Nichols and Papi, Deb McLear and Ray Crofoot, 
Ruth and Jack Howard, Jan Sterling and Carolyn Schwab, 
Dave Graham and Joan Thomson, Donna and Don Volz, Steve 
Frackenpohl, Mary Anne and Madeline Sherman .  The Manor 
Board appreciates their willingness to serve and the residents enjoy 
the company.  Thank you all. 

Greetings from the “Growth Committee” 
by Doug Hamlin  

As you know the Growth Committee was formed last spring to take a look at our 
budget going forward and gain a full understanding of the deficit situation as well as 
make recommendations toward a plan to emerge from that deficit.  
Many thanks to Ron Beavers, Steve White and Chris Niebuhr for their diligent work 
on this task with the Finance Committee over the summer. We have met three times 
and collected and analyzed some valuable information that will help us all see the 
big picture. 
None of this would be possible without the enormous help from Peggy Surdam in 
the office. She has been an excellent resource for us and we can’t thank her enough 
for her time and enthusiastic assistance. 
Our goal is to discuss our efforts with the Session in September and share our 
findings with the congregation throughout the fall and through the Stewardship 
Campaign. 



Men’s Brunch - Save the Date!  

Our brunch is for everyone! We welcome all members, their 
guest and visitors including teenagers and children. Cost is 
$5.00 with children free. 

SEPTEMBER 25th     
Toni Colella “Theodore W. Case  The Father of Talking 
Movies” Learn how Case revolutionized the news and motion 
picture industries 
  
OCTOBER 23rd 
Gustav  Niebuhr, Gustav will review his recent book, 
“LINCOLN’S  BISHOP” A President, a Priest, and the  
fate of 300 Dakota Sioux Warriors 

NOVEMBER 20th    
Larry Weiss returns with another remarkable  and thought 
provoking presentation (TBD) 

These presentations continue to provide interesting speakers and programs as well as tasty pancakes, French toast, 
sausages and fruit. Regular and decaf coffee, tea and juice are also served. Thanks to you we are self-supporting and are 
able to make modest mission contributions as needed. 
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Presbyterian Women Of The Congregation   
by Jan Sterling 

 PURPOSE ---Presbyterian Women 
 to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study, 
 to support the mission of the church worldwide, to work for justice and peace, 
 And to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the  
 Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of God's kingdom. 

Please send to the office any changes for the new PWC Booklet – 2016-17PWC's budget is 
always printed in the booklet.  It includes our share of giving to PWP- Presbyterian Women of 
the Presbytery (Cayuga-Syracuse) Operating fund and Missions.  Some of our local 
disbursements are for programs, kitchen needs, special gifts to FISH, Laker Limo, Food 
Pantry, etc. Your Annual Giving helps fulfill these needs.  Thank you again. 

Annual Retreat 
Presbyterian Women of Cayuga Syracuse & Utica will meet Sept. 14 & 15 at Vanderkamp 
(Cleveland, NY)  

MISSION is the focus and Judy Parson.  Invite a friend!  If you have never been to VanderKamp, this is a great 
opportunity.  Please watch for more info. Registration is $70.00, and can be sent to:  Marcia Vair, P.O. Box 248, 
Morrisville, NY  13408 ——-   If you can only spend one day, I am sure they can work it out. 

THANK YOU! 
PWC—-48 Pillows were delivered to “On Point for College” for the students heading to 
school, may they sleep well. Thanks to everyone who helped in this mission outreach.  

Opening Luncheon! 
Mark your calendar for Thursday, Sept. 8th at noon. Bring a friend and enjoy lunch and 
fellowship. Hear about our circles and our missions. 



American Red Cross July Blood Drive 
by Jack Howard  

The Congregation of the Presbyterian Church sponsors the annual July Blood Drive for at least 14 years. We produce the list 
of donor appointments and man the registration and canteen throughout the drive. This year Donna Voltz has taken over the 
leadership from Jack Howard. Her first Drive was a great success. 

Here are the Numbers; 
  Donors Scheduled  45 
  Donors who presented themselves  46 deferrals  8 
  Whole Blood procedures 31 
  Double Cell procedures  7 
  Total productive units  45 

Accomplishment  107 % of our goal 

Congratulations to Donna and those who participated and donated blood and to our volunteers – Lew Reid, Don Volz, Judy 
Gelston and her 4 grandchildren: Ryan, Henry, Kayla and will Gelston
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Distance Employment  

The John Dau Foundation has continually responded to presenting circumstance 
without giving up. This summer our President John Dau announced that he had 
been offered a position at a school in Richmond, VA which would afford his 
children an education. Simultaneously, our Executive Director Dan Pisegna 
married Jenn and shared that they were moving to Africa.  
The wonderful part of all of this is that both will continue to work for and provide 
leadership to the John Dau Foundation and Clinics in Duk County South Sudan, 
while our Board of Directors continues to operate out of Skaneateles NY.  The 
creation of the internet and our understanding of people’s circumstance means 
that we can think outside traditional understandings of working in an office. We 
came to know John with Jacob, Andrew and Santino in June 2001, and now we 
wish them Godspeed and God’s blessings in their next ventures. 

First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles  
We cannot thank you enough for welcoming us into the church and 
being such a great part of Penelope's Spiritual Journey! We cannot 
think of a better place to introduce her to the Church. We are very 
excited to come back and visit when ever we are in Skaneateles. 
Thank you again. 
Tony, Gina and Penelope Jacob

        



First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles

My family would like to convey our deepest gratitude for the 
wonderful combined baptism, you celebrated for our son William 
and niece Trinity. William wanted me to tell you that you have 
very comfortable robes, the church's stained glass windows are 
fascinating, and you use the perfect amount of water for spiritual 
baths.  
I couldn't help noticing, as I stood outside the church after the the 
service, the warmth of the red-oven bricks, which stood there on 
the day of my baptism, when we Covell's first came to 
Skaneateles; and replacing a few bricks, were there at my 
Confirmation. Maybe this Baptism will be Will's “foundation,” 
for what better place to start than amidst the pews of our humble 
church, where the smirks of neighbors greet us like a cool lake 
breeze. 
It seemed like a special day, so Lindsay, Will and I walked home, stopping briefly in Thayer Park, where I explained to my 
bride the old Skaneateles tradition of closing your eyes, making a wish, before jumping through the Arch. This time 
though, it was different, for I had everything I could wish for, so instead, being thankful, I gave thanks. Thank you for 
making that imperishable moment possible.

Brett,	Lindsay	and	Will	Covell  

From your Stated Clerk / Communicator  
by Rev. Steven W. Plank  

To the  Pastors,  Ruling  Elders,  Members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Skaneateles. Grace to you and peace in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord! 
As you made time on Sunday July 24 to observe the 215th anniversary of your 
common life, witness, worship and service together in Skaneateles, know that 
the  Presbytery  gives  thanks  to  God  for  your  rich  heritage  and  continuing 
faithfulness to the Gospel! The other 38 worshipping communities that make up 
our  Presbytery  rejoice  with  you  and  share  in  the  joy  of  your  anniversary 
celebration. 
It is not an easy time to be a congregation in our society today, but then again, it 
seldom has been easy. The call to follow as disciples of Jesus Christ keeps before 
us not only the promise of Resurrection, but also the call to carry the pain of our 
own lives  and of  the  whole  world to  the  Cross.  It  is  in  these kind of  times 
especially  that  we  strive  to  be  faithful  to  God,  relying  on  the  Reformed 
tradition's theological emphases on the grace and sovereignty of God. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, which has been so evident in your congregation's life throughout your past, 
continue to hold you, guide you and bless you today, and into the future that God holds for you. Thank you for your 
ministry! 
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See theses and more pictures in our website www.skanpresby.org — email us your pictures revbolivar@skanpresby.org

Presbyterian Youth Triennium 2016

FPCS Confirmation Class 2016 and Family
Happy Birthday! 

Baptism of Kelsey Barlow - July 3rd

http://www.skanpresby.org
mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org
http://www.skanpresby.org
mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org


 

Baptism of William A. Allyn, Savannah L. Brennan and Everett A. Clark
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Happy Birthday! 

Not a bye-bye, but a see you later!
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Church Picnic on August 21st  
* More picture on our website www.skanpresby.org
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Into your hand, O merciful Savior, we have commended your servants 

• Gary Andrade,  
• Richard Beck,  
• Doris Mates,  
• Dale McAllister,  
• Ellie Tucker 
• Carolyn Motz 

Acknowledge, we humbly pray, for them to be sheep of your own fold, lambs of your own flock, sinners of your 
redeeming. Sustain them into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the 
glorious company of the saints in light; where there is neither pain nor sorrow nor sighing, but life everlasting.  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope  
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13
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Skaneateles Presbyterian Church, Ruling Elders 

2016                             2017                                2018                     Youth Elders 
Joe Grasso                            David Badami                   David Graham                         *Vacant 
Cindy Hinman                      Ginny Fennessy                Cindy Dempsey 
Claudia Lambdin                  Jill Marshall                      Doug Hamlin  
Kathleen Witter                    Doug Rutan                      Mary Margaret Biss 

Elder Alternates 
Heidi Cross, Michael Glowacki

2018                 

Kay Barton 
Lee Bennett 
Bill Burdick 
David Rottger 
Alyssa Rottger 
*Vacant  

Deacons 2016                 

Steve Frackenpohl 
Gary Heyer 
Merrily Heyer 
Deb McLear 
Tom Murphy 
Sandy Nichols 

2017                 

Lisa Lincoln 
Sandy Holbrook 
Adam Cross 
Chris Pardee 
Carol Ackles 
Beth O’Sullivan 

Youth Deacon 

Melissa Biver 
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* If your birthday or Anniversary is in July, August or September and you do not see your name, email revbolivar@skanpresby.org 

To see our Church Calendar, please visit!  
www.skanpresby.org/calendar

July Birthdays!  
Mary Margaret Biss 7/1  
Rev. Dr. Craig Lindsey 7/2  
Jean Benedict 7/4  
Lynne Bennett 7/4 
Rowena Fisher 7/5  
Adrianna Marshall 7/12  
Ray Crofoot 7/14  
Helen Glowacki 7/17 
Kim Poppa 7/17  
Phyllis Clark 7/25  
Beverly White 7/26  
Beth Santee 7/28 
Ellie McGaan 7/30

July Anniversaries! 

Ginny and Mark Fennessy 7/29 
Fine and Dick Beck 7/23 
Heidi and Don Cross (43 years) 
Donna and Don Voltz 7/21

August Anniversaries! 
Mary and Bill Stevens 8/8 
Peggy and Dan Surdam 8/10 
Judy and Rev. Craig Lindsey 8/15 
Nan and Julian Corsello 8/16 
Helen and Michael Glowacki 8/22 
Louise and Tom Hancock 8/20 
Kathleen Witter and Chad Rogers 8/27 
Julie Abbott and Steven Kenan 8/29 
Catherine and Travis Higbee  

August Birthdays!  
Joan Tarolli 8/2 
Bill Stevens 8/2 
Jody Conroe 8/3 
Michael Glowacki 8/8 
Melissa Bolivar 8/8 
Keith Krieger 8/12 
Peggy Surdam 8/15 
Andy Biss 8/18 
Karen Graham 8/20 
Bill Burdick 8/20 
Ruth Anderson 8/30 
Celia Rogers 8/31 

September Anniversaries! 
Sandy and Bill Nichols 9/2  
Kendra and Don Witter 9/6 
Syd and George Randall 9/6 
Dawn and Adam Cross 9/11 
Shelly Buff and Gary Andrade 9/24 

September Birthdays!  

Steven Corsello 9/2 
Noah Soderberg 9/4 
Anna Biss 9/5  
Penny Allyn 9/7  
Deb McLear 9/8  
Chuck Williams 9/9  
Steve White 9/12  
Jonathan Niebuhr 9/18  
Barb Connors-Woods 9/21 
Peter Anderson 9/21 
Priscilla Worral 9/22  
Lizzie Fennessy 9/26 
Sandy Nichols 9/28 
Heidi Cross 
Bob Hill 
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